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Three Assumptions to this Lecture

1. You have taken the Mock FE Exam
2. You have your MFE Score Report

3. You create a Tailored FE Preparation Plan (Bonus HW3)
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1 am confident that I can improve my scores with diligent studying and
practice. The results show that I need to work fairly hard to achieve desirable scores
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~ Mythree biggest issues on the afternoon session were SI

units, not knowing the reference manual very well, and not completing several of the classes.
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were definitely the subjects that the classes were from years ago.

lics my freshman year so I am extremely rusty in that subject.
"h' -]

I did very average on many topics there were many things that I don’t
mn;eml;ers;n;e Itruokﬁhe classes years ag'o and}ustn:edm i:eviéw

1did poorly on statistics which I knew going into | would, I never really cared
for statistics. I also did poorly on the topics in which I haven’t taken classes in

WILLIAM D. LAWSON, PE, PHD PAGE 8



FE EXAM PREPARATION LECTURE NOTES
CE 4200 PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING PRACTICE ISSUES SPRING 2022 SEMESTER

Iammtquitemwhyldidweﬂondwahieswnim,thatismtmachul

havelabnyetbutlwuﬂdmmﬁisisdutoeommonmandgoodmh.

| am rusty with these subjects and | will have to review each subject again thoroughly.
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A T T T
'~a‘l*1{tle unsure about how I would perform. I looked at videos

hrough the NCEES booklet so I felt confident that I would be able to\the.
. That was not the case. The questions were very specific and
_—

leas§ what I thought was the right equation, took me several

‘Going through the FE handbook for the structures sections was like reading Chinese because
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The formulas are in

different formats than what I recall and many of these courses I took 2 years ago.

| p—

I believe I performed horrible because I was not

prepamd and did not study the formulas the reference book gave me. There were certain values [
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I spent a lot of time flipping

through the book trying to find formulas.

oS,

I think my largest most consistent problem was that | did
e the NCEES book very well. Despite looking through it a few times before
take me a long time to find the things

felt as though a decent amount of equations were just

WILLIAM D. LAWSON, PE, PHD PAGE 13



FE EXAM PREPARATION LECTURE NOTES
CE 4200 PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING PRACTICE ISSUES SPRING 2022 SEMESTER

I'plan on preparing for the exam by setting aside at least 60 hours. I want to do well on

the FE, and I have heard from friends who have already taken it that practice exams were a huge

help for them. I plan on ordering one of these NCEES practice exams and using it to gauge my

level of.Mess after already studying some.
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from the NCEES website when I registered for my exam. The practice exam is a timed half-
length version of the real FE exam.

For my preparation, the exam was beneficial in helping me review the broad amount of
information we learn in the civil program and introducing me to the format of the exam.
Although the practice test was timed, I was able to close down the webpage and work through or
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ife will be the person helping to keep me accountable for the time I have set aside o study
this test. There is no way I will get around studying when I have her hounding me.

My friend , will be holding me accountable for this exam, he has known |

) ) 7ﬁb’ ‘
me for most of my life and.,u;;i@g% to push me to be the best version of myself.
ol s ¥ "‘ R o il 'u-.':?; 3 ".:.. > e w5 sl :
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On the day of the exam I will wake up early after going to bed early and eat a good

will not smdyﬂie’night before the exam except for maybe a brief review. I will come

| for any obstacles. I plan to take the FE in early-mid January.
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On the exam day, I need to make sure I use my time well. Based on the Mock FE, I realized
" —_—
i > a huge factor. 1did not feel prepared in that sense.
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Day Strategy: On the day of the exam I will have had eight-ten hours of sleep, caten
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al

Getting a good nights rest before exam day will be a top priority. The day of the exam

LIS i 1250
1 will be sure to ea‘ta‘gapdmea] before so that I have enough energy throughout the test, as well

arrive at the test location with plenty of time to get ready to take the test.

On the day of the FE Exam, I will arrive about 1 hour before my scheduled start time to
allow enough time to park, check-in, and mentally prepare myself. During the exam, I will spend
no more than 3 minutes on each problem, flagging any difficult questions. At the end of each

session, I will return to any flagged questions and attempt to answer them.
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For my exam day strategy, T will make sure to get a £ood amount of rest the night before and eat
a large breakfast. I wil] get to the exam testing center about thirty minutes carly to get myself

situated and relaxed. | will take the break after the morning session to eat and then finish the rest

47

KEEP
CALM

AND

JUST
DO IT

SPRING 2022
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