
5. CE 3372 Lesson 5 – Pipeline Hydraulics

5.1. Single Path Pipelines

5.1.1. Gravity Flow Between Two Reservoirs

Figure 6 is a schematic of two reservoirs connected by a pipeline. In the sketch, the
reservoirs are connected below their pool elevations at each end, so water will flow
from the upper reservoir to the lower reservoir as long as water is available. This is

Figure 6. Water Supply System in Re-Developing Nation.

a fairly classical problem, and the head los model in the figure is a Darcy-Weisbach
model with a fairly high friction factor.

In class we will analyze using the Modified Bernoulli equation, then we can compare
that result to the on-line toolkit.

For this example, we need the roughness height in feet (or the diameter in meters).
Figure 7 is the result of a Google search for roughness height. The online source is
https://www.nuclear-power.net/nuclear-engineering/fluid-dynamics/

major-head-loss-friction-loss/relative-roughness-of-pipe/
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Figure 7. Absolute Roughness Height for Some Common Pipe Materials..

The roughness height is determined from:

ks = 0.8mm× 1 inch

25.4 mm

1 foot

12 inch
= 0.00262 feet (2)

Next we will need the water viscosity – we look that value up in a properties table
such as Appendix C of the textbook or using an on-line tool as in Figure 8

Figure 8. Water Properties at 60 degrees Farenheight.

The remaining information is contained in Figure 6. The next step is to apply an
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appropriate model (here we will use the on-line Jain models) to estimate the discharge.

Figure 9 is a screen capture of the input form.

Figure 9. Input Form for Flow Between Two Reservoirs.

In the example all the fitting losses are set to zero, but they are easily incoprorated
if necessary. Next we select the submit button to run the calculator.

Figure 10 is the response from the calculator. In this example the anticipated dis-
charge is about 10.5 cubic feet per second.
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Figure 10. Input Form for Flow Between Two Reservoirs.
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5.1.2. Pumped Flow Between Two Reservoirs

5.2. Linking Systems

Figure 11 is an aerial image of a pipeline system with preliminary engineering sketches
of the system (lower left panel) and a detail sketch of the terminal small storage tank
(upper right panel). The 3,200 meter long pipeline lifts 25C water (ρ = 997 kg/m3,
ν = 8.94 × 10−7 m2/s) from a treatment plant on the downstream face of Gu-
lameta Dam through a 127 millimeter high-density polyethylene (HDPE) pipe (ks =
0.0015 mm) to a large diameter at-grade cylindrical storage tank. A secondary, 800
meter long pipeline carries water from the large diameter storage tank to a small,
cylindrical (D = 1 meter), elevated storage tank at the village school. Both storage
tanks have float valves to prevent overflow and maintain the indicated water pool
elevations.

Figure 11. Water Supply System in Re-Developing Nation.

We will analyze the system under a couple of conditions to determine its anticipated
behavior. Assume the float valve at the schoolyard fails in the open position, and
the schoolyard tank overflows. Using the Modified Bernoulli (Energy) Equation for
the portion of the system from the large diameter storage tank to the schoolyard
storage tank, and neglecting minor loss terms (but not the pipeline loss), determine
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the flow rate in the system in Liters-per-second. Using the flow rate just computed,
and the Modified Bernoulli (Energy) Equation for the portion of the system from from
the water supply reservoir (Lake Gulameta) to the large diameter storage tank, and
neglecting minor loss terms (but not the pipeline loss), determine the required pump
head (added head). Assume the float valve at the schoolyard is operating normally,
but someone accidentally leaves the outlet valve (nominal diameter = 50 mm) from
the tank open. Estimate the required flow rate in the system in Liters-per-second to
sustain the indicated pool elevations.

Figure 12 is a set of pump curves for a pump at different impeller speeds. Circle
the portion of the graphic that contains information about the Net Positive Suction
Head (NPSH) required by the pump. Assuming the schoolyard overflow condition is
the most flow the pump will have to deliver, select a pump speed from one of the
five on Figure 12 below. Indicate which curve you selected, show the operating point.
Indicate if you need two pumps in series to supply the necessary head. Estimate the
NPSH required for the pump at your operating point.

Figure 12. Pump curves for 5 different impeller speeds..

Estimate the NPSH available for the system, you can neglect inlet piping and minor
losses. Assume the water is at 25 degrees Celsius.

Is there sufficient NPSH available for the system to function at the design flow rate
without cavitation?
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