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The most important
function of an editor is to rigorously monitor
the quality of the science appearing in JGR.
He believes that the present size of the jour-
nal is adequate. Thus any increase in the
number of papers submitted should be re-
flected in an increase in the quality of the sci-
ence presented, rather than in the heft of the
journal, Davis says. He welcomes a greater
component of theory in JGR dealing with the
Earth and its processes, and is less enthusias-
tic about extensive mapping projects, unless
they present a new discovery that leads to a
revision in how we view the Earth. He wi
support proposals for special issues, or collec-
tions of papers, covering highly significant
late and breaking new fields, but does not
support special issues dealing with geo-
graphic location solely, or that have the po-
tential to contain too much in the way of
review material.

He recognizes that the boundaries between
geophysics, geochemistry, and geology are
becoming more and more indistinct. Ear
science has become interdisciplinary, and in-
terdisciplinary papers will be sought wi
proviso that a quantitative component is cen-
tral to the conclusions. Indeed, he is a
coauthor of a new introductory physical geol-
ogy book, Exploring Earth (to be published
by Prentice Hall later this year), which ex-
ores the many multidisciplinary aspects of
the geosciences. His goals are to champion
rigorous application of the scientific method,
to speed time to publication, to optimize use
of the World Wide Web, and to elevate JGR—
Solid Earth even beyond its current preemi-
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BOOK REVIEW

Applied Contaminant Transport Modeling—

Theory and Practice

nett,
1815,

1995, Van Nostrand Re
New York, 440 pp. $79
Contaminant transport modeling is an im-

portant academic and prac ject.
While current research is directed toward de-
scribing multicomponent, multiphase, reac-
tive transport modeling, current practice
uses less complex tools. Applied Contaminant
Transport Modeling—Theory and Practice dis-
cusses the current research issues, but it
deals primarily with practical aspects of t
port modeling. The book
serve as a reference for self-study or a:
vanced textbook for college courses. Itis
te readable and well organized.

The two parts of the book, concepts and
field applications, represent t
sion of the topic. The level of de each
section is somewhat different but appropri-
ate for the particular section. The concepts
section provides a review of tré theory
that is well within the grasp of readers who
have some knowledge of calculus, hydrau-
lics, and hydrology. The first two chapters of
this section are tutorial se the easy-to-
understand style of Bennett's Infroduction to
Ground-Water Hydraulics, A Programmed
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